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harmoniously to apply these two principles of love and hate
and how to find a powerful synthesis well-adapted to the
exigences of practical life, and at the same time of a high
moral value." (Souvenir de guerre, I, 570.)

In this remarkable confession, a firm conviction is expressed
in respect of the possibility and the significance of-an ethical
decision; furthermore, the belief that it is possible to harmon-
ize the individual and collective goals. The result of these two
fundamental views is Critical Optimism in the field of ethics.
The view that it is possible to bring into a mutual harmony
the goals of the individual with those of mankind is tanta-
mount to the placing of confidence in the world, since these
goals could also be viewed as tragically opposed, and not sub-
ject to such a harmonization. In the history of our world
there would be ample reason for such a pessimistic out-
look* That .Benes believes in the harmony or at least in the
possibility of achieving such a harmony, constitutes the nucleus
of his optimism. However, that harmony is no given fact; it
does not arise by itself, but it requires an adequate conduct on
the part of man; it requires moral action. The different
goals that could be striven for must be kept asunder with a
view to achieving or promoting harmony. They must be
kept asunder by criticism on the basis of sound knowledge, on
the basis of an adequate decision and of an adequate action.
Thus Critical Optimism in the field of ethics becomes Ethical
Activism.

Benes stresses indefatigably the significance of human
action; this is, indeed, a characteristic of Critical Optimism
that does not naively believe that everything will come right
by itself, but assigns to human action the role of an essential
factor. In fact, it is on the action of man that all improve-
ment in human life depends, on his character and on his work.

In his book on Democracy, Benes particularly stresses that
the struggle of man for a higher degree of freedom and per-
sonality does not proceed along a straight line and by way of